Program at UQ: Bachelor of Science/Bachelor of
Arts

Hi, my name is Arabelle Douglas and | am currently
almost at the end of what has been an incredible
semester studying at L’Université de Lumiére 2 in
Lyon, France. Back home at UQ | am in my third year
of studying Biomedical Science/Arts. Here in Lyon |
chose to only study my Arts majors, which are Art
History and French. This way | could really benefit
from the vast number of magnificent art museums in
both Lyon and Paris. Studying abroad has not only
given me a chance to broaden my knowledge and
understanding of art history and French culture, but
also given me the chance to learn in a completely
unique and totally refreshing environment.

The fantastic attribute about living in Lyon itself, is its
great location within Europe. It is essentially a
stepping-stone between Paris, the south of France
(Cote d’Azur), Switzerland, Germany and Italy, which
makes travelling for those who are keen incredibly
easy. Despite this, | have not done excessive amounts
of travelling whilst being here, as there has been
PLENTY to do in Lyon itself. If you are keen to taste
true French “quotidien” life — Lyon is the place to be.
Void of excessive numbers of tourists and the hustle
and bustle of a big city, Lyon offers a more tranquil
and charming experience with its quaint café’s,
classical architecture, vibrant cultural agenda and the
many number of local quirky personalities who you
undoubtedly get to know over your time here!

All'in all, the most positive aspect that | have gained
from this exchange is confidence. Living by oneself in
a foreign country where things will inevitably go wrong,
where people are not often as patient as you would
expect (with the language barrier), brings with it a
chance to discover more about one’s own capabilities
and strengths. Having almost survived the semester, |
can confirm that this experience has been filled with
highs and lows, but it is without a doubt the most
rewarding experience | have ever embarked upon.




