OPEN DAY STAFF BRIEFING NOTES: 

NEW INITIATIVES FOR CURRENT SCHOOL LEAVERS

Three new initiatives targeted at current school leavers are being introduced for 2009 admissions:

A. Academic scholarships;
B. Admission Bonus scheme for LOTE, Maths and Enrichment Studies; and
C. Streamlined deferment process (subject to final approval).
A. Academic scholarships

In addition to the existing equity scholarships offered at UQ, from 2009, UQ will be awarding 300 new academic scholarships annually, valued at $4.5m over the next five years to high achieving Queensland and interstate school leavers commencing a Bachelor degree across a range of study areas.  
1. Benefits: Two types of Academic Scholarships will be awarded:

· 125 x UQ Excellence scholarships, valued at $6,000 per annum for the normal duration of the program.

· 175 x UQ Merit scholarships, valued at $6,000 for the first year of study only.

A small number of accommodation places are reserved for UQ Excellence Scholarship recipients who relocate from interstate or outer regional Queensland.  See further information about on campus accommodation at www.accommodation.uq.edu.au. 
2. Eligibility: To be eligible to apply for a UQ Academic Scholarship, applicants must: 
· Be Australian citizens or permanent residents (including Permanent Humanitarian Visa holders); 

· Be completing Senior (i.e. Year 12 or higher secondary school) in 2008 (including  International Baccalaureate and other senior qualifications completed overseas which are deemed comparable to Australian Senior); 

· Not have undertaken any previous tertiary study other than studies completed during Senior (years 11 & 12); 

· Apply for a tertiary place through the Queensland Tertiary Admissions Centre (QTAC);  

· Be intending to undertake an undergraduate program of study as a full-time Commonwealth-supported student at UQ in 2009 (or 2010 if a deferment of your tertiary offer is approved).  Approval to undertake less than a full-time study load may be given in exceptional circumstances. 

3. Selection criteria

· Assessment will be based on Year12 academic achievement as demonstrated by the student’s senior results (Overall Position (OP) or Entry Rank as assessed by QTAC); and 

· Demonstrated leadership qualities and achievements.
NB
Bonus ranks applied as a result of successfully completing languages other than English, Maths C or enhanced studies will NOT apply for the purposes of determining academic rank for scholarships. Therefore, applicants who gain admission to a program on the basis of bonus ranks may not be as competitive for academic scholarships for that program.
4. How to apply: Students can obtain full details on how to apply online for a UQ scholarship at www.uq.edu.au/scholarships.

5. Closing dates: Online application forms for 2009 Academic Scholarships must be submitted no later than 31 October 2008, with supporting documentation to be received at UQ by 7 November 2008. 
6. Notification of scholarship offers: Successful Queensland applicants will be notified within 5 working days after the release of Year 12 results.  Interstate and International Baccalaureate applicants will be notified as soon as practicable, following the release of their Year 12 results. 
B. Admission Bonus scheme for LOTE, Maths and Enrichment Studies
1. Background

UQ is introducing a new bonus scheme for current school leavers who have successfully completed the following studies during an internal Senior program in Australia (i.e. high school/senior secondary/grades 11 and 12):
(a) an approved language other than English (LOTE) and/or 

(b) advanced mathematics and/or 

(c) university level studies completed concurrently with senior secondary schooling.

Eligibility for one or more of the above bonuses will make applicants more competitive than other students with the same OP or ITI/UAI/ENTER/Rank who have not completed the specified studies.
2. Eligibility: The bonus scheme will be open to all school leavers who complete Year 12 in Australia in 2008 (including those studying the International Baccalaureate).  Students who are awarded a place at UQ using the bonus scheme will be able to defer their offer until 2010.
3. How the bonus system will work: Eligible students applying through QTAC for programs at UQ will be awarded a number of bonus points** as follows: 

a. 2 points for passing an approved language other than English.

b. 2 points for passing Mathematics C.

c. 1 point for successful completion of a university level course at any Australian University (enhanced studies or enrichment program)

The maximum bonus for any one student is 5 points, and the maximum LOTE bonus per student is 2 points (irrespective of how many languages are studied).  For some students, the extra points they acquire under the bonus system could mean the difference that gets them over the line into their UQ program of choice.

** IMPORTANT NOTE: OP eligible students should note that these bonus points are not OPs, they are entry ranks, so for example, if your OP is equivalent to a rank of 90, and you are eligible for 5 bonus points, you will get a rank of 95 (in 2007, an OP of 6 was equivalent to a rank of 90, and a rank of 95 was equivalent to an OP of 4).

4. Application Process: There is no extra application process for the UQ bonus scheme.  However, when students seeking the enrichment studies bonus apply through QTAC, they must indicate if they have completed any tertiary (university level) study and provide transcripts if required.
C. School leavers deferring their place 
UQ currently permits deferment of studies for school leavers.  For 2009 UQ will simplify the process for school leavers who want to defer their place.  They will do this through their response to QTAC and therefore will no longer need to apply directly in writing to UQ or reapply through QTAC to activate their enrolment in the following year.  
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