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THE UQ ADVANTAGE

GREAT  
CAREERS
UQ qualifications are highly regarded 
by Australian and international 
employers, and the employment rate 
for UQ graduates is considerably 
higher than the national average. 
The multitude of programs reflects 
the diversity of career opportunities 
available to graduates, and the 
industry links ensure success.

EXCELLENT 
TEACHERS
UQ has won more national teaching 
awards than any other university 
in the country. The University has 
more than 2600 highly-qualified 
academic staff dedicated to teaching 
and research, many of whom are 
recognised internationally as leaders 
in their fields.

COMPLETE  
PACKAGE
You will enjoy the sense of community 
that pervades UQ’s cosmopolitan 
campuses at St Lucia, Ipswich, 
Gatton and Herston. The campuses 
are renowned as being among the 
most beautiful and well-equipped in 
Australia, and offer excellent sporting 
and cultural facilities plus a broad 
range of social activities.

LEADING 
RESEARCH  
UQ boasts some of Australia’s best 
and brightest inquiring minds and 
is one of the country’s top research 
universities across any measures, 
including annual PhD graduations, 
commercialisation of discoveries, 
industry collaboration, Excellence 

in Research for Australia survey 
results, and funds received from both 
government and the private sector.

SUCCESSFUL 
GRADUATES
UQ has a tradition of leadership 
in all spheres of society, both 
here and overseas: we include 
a Nobel Laureate, an Oscar 
winner, two Governor-Generals, 
several governors, scores of 
politicians and Olympic athletes, 
and countless businesspeople, 
researchers, and inventors among our 
graduates.

INTERNATIONAL 
REPUTATION
In 2010, QS World University 
Rankings placed UQ in the top 50 
universities in the world. Times Higher 
Education rankings 2010 placed UQ 
in the top one percent worldwide. The 
University is also one of only three 
Australian members of Universitas 
21, a select international network of 
comprehensive, research-intensive 
universities.

CHOICE OF 
PROGRAMS
You will find one of the most 
comprehensive ranges of high 
quality programs in Australia at The 
University of Queensland, with around 
375 programs and more than 4000 
courses offered at undergraduate and 
postgraduate level.

The University of Queensland enjoys a long tradition of success –  
here are some excellent reasons to make UQ your university in 2012.

TOP   
FACILITIES
UQ is constantly upgrading its 
teaching facilities to meet the needs 
of both students and industry. Our 
building program provides access to 
industry and research professionals 
in facilities like the recently completed 
Pharmacy Australia Centre for 
Excellence at Woolloongabba and 
the $100m Veterinary School at UQ 
Gatton.
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WHY CHOOSE EDUCATION 
AT UQ?

Go global
Graduates can teach interstate and overseas 
and there is a demand for graduates in 
rural and remote locations in Queensland 
and across Australia. International agencies 
regularly recruit graduates for positions 
overseas, particularly in the UK.

Multiple pathways to teaching
We offer a number of pathways into teaching 
through four-year undergraduate programs, 
dual degree programs and one-year graduate 
diplomas for those who have already 
completed a degree.

Learn from the best
Our teaching staff have won multiple national 
teaching awards, meaning that you will be 
learning from some of Australia’s best and 
most highly regarded teachers.

Links with leading researchers from 
across the University
You will draw on the vast resources and 
expertise from across the University to help 
develop your content knowledge. For example, 
if you are studying science education, you will 
be studying alongside other science students, 
accessing international standard laboratories  
and leading international academics. 

Great job prospects
Employment opportunities for graduate 
teachers are very good. Our graduates have 
established an excellent track record for 
gaining full-time employment straight after 
completing their program. Our programs are 
very well respected by employers and our 
reputation is very helpful for graduates when 
they seek their first professional position.

Extended practicum experience
All of our teacher preparation programs are 
built around extensive practical experiences 
in schools with real students, alongside 
professional teachers. The practicum 
experience is an essential part of your journey 
as a teacher, and a central part of every 
teacher preparation program.

Excellent links with teacher 
participation schools
We work alongside teachers and school 
communities to improve learning and 
development of students across the State. 
Professional partnerships have opened doors 
for our students to engage in schools on 
important projects while they are studying.

Australia’s leading education school
The School of Education at UQ is Australia’s 
leading education school. We are a thriving 
community of academic staff and students who 
have rich connections with colleagues in a wide 
range of government and community settings.

Australian (domestic) student
A student who is an Australian citizen or 
permanent resident, or a New Zealand citizen.

Bachelor degree
A qualification awarded for the first level of 
study undertaken at university, generally 
requiring three to five years of study, depending 
on the bachelor degree studied.

Course (formerly known as subject)
A component of study within a program, similar 
to a subject at school. Full-time students 
usually study four courses per semester.

Dual program
A combination of two UQ degree programs 
undertaken at the same time. These are 
sometimes called dual degrees, parallel 
degrees, combined degrees, or double degrees. 

Elective
A course that you can choose to study from 
a set of options. Some UQ programs allow 
electives from outside your main area of study.

Entry scores
Undergraduate students are given an entry 
score based on high school studies or other 
post-secondary studies. If you complete high 
school studies in Queensland you are assigned 
an Overall Position (OP). Year 12 students in 
other Australian states are assigned an Interstate 
Transfer Index (ITI). All other students are 
assigned a rank. Once you have completed a full 
year of study at UQ, your OP or ITI is converted 
to a rank based on Grade Point Average (GPA).

Grade point average (GPA)
The average grade of your results, weighted 
by the unit value of each course. GPA is 
determined on a semester basis and ranges 
from 1 (lowest) to 7 (highest).

Faculty
A major organisational unit within UQ, with 
responsibility for academic programs, e.g., 
Faculty of Arts. Faculties may have a number 
of sub-faculty academic units called Schools, 
e.g., School of ...  The head of a faculty is 
called an Executive Dean.

Honours
If you are enrolled in a three-year degree, 
you must undertake additional study to be 
considered for honours. For four- or five-year 
bachelor degrees, honours is awarded based 
on academic performance during the program.

International student
A student who is not an Australian citizen 
or permanent resident, nor a New Zealand 
citizen, and is enrolled or proposes to enrol at 
an institution in Australia. Temporary residents 
of Australia are also classified as international 
students.

Major/Extended/Dual Major
A major or extended major is an area of 
specialised study within a program, for example, 
chemistry. A major, extended major, or dual major 
may be a formal requirement in a program.

Minor
A small group of courses in a discipline. A minor 
is worth approximately half the value of a major.

Overall Position (OP)
Overall Positions, or OPs, provide a State-wide 
rank order of students (on a 1 to 25 scale, 1 
being the highest) based on your achievement 
in Authority subjects studied for the 
Queensland Senior Certificate. Your OP shows 
how well you have performed in your senior 
studies when compared with the performances 
of all other OP-eligible students in Queensland.

Postgraduate programs
Programs studied after graduating from 
undergraduate degrees which include graduate 
certificates, graduate diplomas, masters, and 
doctorates.

Program (formerly known as course)
A sequence of study involving enrolment, 
study and graduation, normally awarded with 
a qualification such as a bachelors degree, 
graduate diploma, or certificate.

Program code
A unique identifying number assigned by the 
University to a program.

QTAC
The Queensland Tertiary Admissions Centre 
(QTAC), the central admissions body for all 
Queensland undergraduate programs.

Semester
The University teaching year is divided into 
three semesters: Semester 1, Semester 2, and 
Summer Semester. Most programs only require 
enrolment in Semesters 1 and 2 each year.

Study Abroad
A program where students enrolled at an 
overseas university study at UQ for one or 
two semesters as part of their home university 
degrees. 

Undergraduate programs
Usually refers to first-time university programs 
including diplomas and bachelors degrees.

Unit
The value of a course (#). Most courses at UQ 
are worth two units but some are higher.

UQ Terminology
www.uq.edu.au/study (see UQ Toolkit)

WHAT DO WE MEAN?

Forgan Smith Building, St Lucia campus

You will hear a lot of new terms at University: here is an explanation of some of them...

Mai Takamoto Languages Teacher, Iona College
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PROFILE

SCHOOL EXPERIENCE

Our teacher preparation 
programs are built around 
extensive practical 
experiences in schools with 
real students, alongside 
professional teachers. 

Practicum experience is a vital component 
for development as a teacher, and is 
designed to link directly with your on-
campus learning. This link is managed by a 
team of UQ facilitators who will mentor you 
as you progress through your program.

Students in each of the programs will 
participate in a variety of professional 
experiences. These will range from a one day 
a week program to an eight week full-time 
practicum, where immersion in the school 
setting prepares pre-service teachers for the 
transition to teacher.

A passion for teaching

Practicum blocks are organised by the 
School of Education. You will be placed in 
Queensland schools based on your teaching 
areas (secondary) or in a variety of age group 
settings (primary and middle years) and within 
a reasonable travelling time from your place of 
residence. There is the opportunity to nominate 
a rural setting, if desired, and successful 
applicants may qualify for financial assistance.

Your pre-service experience may include 
different types of schools, different school 
communities and different class groupings.  
The practicum experience is an essential part 
of your journey as a teacher and a central  
part of every teacher preparation program 
offered in The University of Queensland’s 
School of Education.

4 EDUCATION 2012

Mai Takamoto thinks teaching is one of the 
most challenging but rewarding jobs in the 
world.

As a teacher at Iona College, Mai facilitates 
student learning to allow students from years 
five to nine to communicate effectively in 
Japanese and to increase their appreciation 
for another language and culture. 

The Bachelor of Education (Secondary) 
graduate said one of her career aspirations 
is to help as many students as possible 
experience the Japanese culture and 
language.

“You need to be passionate about what 
you teach because if you don’t love what you 
are doing it is very difficult to inspire others. 
Every day is different and you are always 
learning something new.”

Mai’s interest in hospitality first led her to 
choose a Bachelor of Business at UQ as she 
wanted to study a university degree with a 
hospitality specialty. 

“It was towards the end of my first year of 
study that I started thinking of becoming a 
teacher in Australia,” she said.  

Impressed by the academic strengths, 
facilities and teaching style at The University 
of Queensland, Mai enrolled in a Bachelor 
of Education (Secondary) and Bachelor of 
Business dual program for her second year 
of study.

Mai said the structure of the Bachelor of 
Education (Secondary) was what she really 
enjoyed.

“I thought the program was well structured 
as there were many different elective courses 
to choose from to develop your knowledge 
and interest in that area.

“I particularly enjoyed my final year of 
study where I completed two practicum 
blocks at a school in preparation for 
becoming a teacher. I felt this helped me 
concentrate in making the transition from 
university student to teacher,” Mai said.  

The UQ experience that Mai said helped 
her prepare most for work as a teacher within 
Australia was final year sessions held by UQ 
academic Dr Kerryn McCluskey.

The sessions were held once a week 
for teacher education students from non-
English speaking backgrounds and covered 
topics such as developing knowledge within 
a workplace and education systems in 
Queensland, understanding school and work 
cultures, as well as visa information for work 
within Australia. 

“UQ offered many opportunities to prepare 
for life after university. The content of some 
courses included concepts and practical 
skills that applied to real life situations.” 

Mai said her UQ qualifications were highly 
recognised by her employer and helped her 
secure a teaching position before graduation. 

 “One of the memorable experiences of 
my time at UQ was meeting people from 
different cultural backgrounds, different study 
areas and making new friends. I made some 
good friends over the four years of study and 
we still catch up regularly. These friends had 
a great influence on me as we were studying 
the same program and were able to talk 
about similar future and career goals.”

Mai moved from Japan to Australia when 
she was 17 to complete her high school 
studies. 

“I chose Australia because of its warm 
climate, its multiculturalism, and the friendly 
and outgoing people.”

Because of its international ranking in the 
world’s top 50 universities Mai said UQ was 
well recognised within her home country of 
Japan. 

Mai said her study at UQ helped improve 
her English language skills.

“The lecturers and tutors at UQ had a 
great awareness of students from non-
English speaking backgrounds and made me 
feel very welcome to ask questions and ask 
for help when there was something I didn’t 
understand.  

“It also helped my English language skills 
to make friends with people from different 
cultural backgrounds. 

“I feel that studying and living in Australia 
is one of the best experiences of my life and I 
strongly recommend it to others,” Mai said.
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ACADEMIC PROGRAMS

EDUCATION (PRIMARY)

What is Primary Education?
The primary years of schooling are a crucial 
stage of learning for all children. From the 
early years to the later years of primary school, 
teachers need specialist preparation as they 
are required to teach across key learning 
areas and to have the skills and knowledge 
to understand and manage the diverse 
issues related to early and middle childhood. 
UQ’s Primary program prepares students for 
teaching across years Prep to 7, through a 
four-year undergraduate degree.   

Studying the Bachelor of Education (Primary) 
will enable you to teach in the following key 
learning areas across years P-7:

–  Arts (including Drama, Dance, Media, Music 
and Visual Arts)

– English
– Mathematics
– Science
– Study of Society and Environment
– Health and Physical Education
– Technology.

HOW CAN I STUDY 
PRIMARY EDUCATION?

You can study Primary Education at UQ in the
following way:

– Bachelor of Education (Primary)

Duration: 4 years full-time
Location: St Lucia
2011 entry score: Qld – OP 11/Rank 79; ITI 
77.10
QTAC code: 742401

What will I study?
The Bachelor of Education (Primary) 
offers practical school-based learning and 
draws on the latest research into effective 
teaching methods, ensuring graduates are 
well-equipped to meet the challenges of a 
teaching career. The program is built around 
a framework for leadership development, 
ability to respond to diversity and differentiated 
learning, literacy and numeracy, and 
effective educational uses of information and 
communication technologies. In addition, 
students will have the flexibility to choose a 
minor from across the University to further 
develop their content knowledge in a specific 
area. These include mathematics, sciences, 
English, history, music or languages.

School practicum (observation) placements 
commence in the first year of the program 
so that students gain early experience in 
classrooms, interacting with children in these 
age groups. Progressively, school practicum 
experiences become more extensive with 
students gradually taking more responsibility 
for planning and implementing lessons. In 
the final year of the program, students take 
on an eight week internship where they take 
full responsibility for teaching a class with 
minimal input from their teacher or mentor. 
The internship enables students to gain a 
real perspective of teaching. Students also 
undertake a major project in their final year that 
combines theory with reflection upon practice. 

What job can I get?
Graduates are eligible to apply for teacher 
registration in Queensland and employment 
in both State and non-State schools, 
interstate and overseas. Our Primary teaching 
program is a starting point for many different 
careers working with people in the early and 
middle years of childhood. The University of 
Queensland has been preparing teachers for 
the world’s classrooms, for industry, for media 
and community leadership for nearly 40 years, 
and our programs and academics remain 
at the leading-edge of the field. Studying 
education at The University of Queensland 
gives you the edge to design your own future 
on the world stage.

The program is accredited with the 
Queensland College of Teachers and enables 
graduates to apply for teacher registration in 
Australia and overseas.

EDUCATION (MIDDLE YEARS OF SCHOOLING)

HOW CAN I STUDY MIDDLE YEARS OF SCHOOLING EDUCATION?

For students without a previous degree:

– Bachelor of Education (Middle Years of Schooling)               

Duration: 4 years full-time
Location: St Lucia
2011 entry score: Qld – OP 11/Rank 79; ITI 77.10
QTAC code: 742501

– Bachelor of Arts/Bachelor of Education (Middle Years of Schooling)

Duration: 4 years full-time
Location: St Lucia
2011 entry score: Qld – OP 10/Rank 81; ITI 77.10
QTAC code: 707601

What is Middle Years of Schooling 
Education? 
Years 4 to 9 are typically known as the middle 
years, although the term is sometimes applied 
to a narrower range of ages. The middle years 
are increasingly recognised as a crucial stage 
of schooling with significant consequences for 
ongoing educational success and participation 
of young people in our future society. Those 
who study in UQ’s Middle Years of Schooling 
teacher preparation programs are able to 
teach in the following key learning areas: Arts 
(including Drama, Dance, Media, Music and 
Visual Arts); English; Mathematics; Science; 
Study of Society and Environment; Health 
and Physical Education; and Technology. 
Teachers in the middle years need specialist 

preparation as they are required to teach 
across key learning areas and to have the skills 
and knowledge to understand and manage the 
diverse issues related to young adolescents.

What will I study? 
The courses you will study as a Middle 
Years of Schooling Education student are 
interdisciplinary and issues-based, focusing 
on the nature of teachers’ work. You will 
work with a highly competent and dedicated 
team of academics on campus and a range 
of leading professionals in schools and 
community organisations. Practice teaching 
and internships provide the kind of experience 
and familiarity with classroom activities that 
will allow the beginning teacher to cope 

successfully with initial teaching and to learn 
on the job. Graduates will be equipped to 
empower students to engage in lifelong 
learning, to develop in students the ability 
to ask questions and to engage in critical 
dialogue between self and society. 

What job can I get? 
An education degree opens up a vast range 
of career opportunities within educational 
settings such as classroom teacher, 
department head, deputy principal, principal, 
guidance officer, learning support teacher or 
student advisor. The program is accredited 
with the Queensland College of Teachers 
and enables graduates to apply for teacher 
registration in Australia and overseas.

For students who have already completed a degree:

– Graduate Diploma in Education (Middle Years of 
Schooling) – see information on page 10

Duration: 1 year full-time
Location: St Lucia
2011 entry score: Qld – OP n/a / Rank 88; ITI n/a
QTAC code: 742602
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Select from one of these dual  
Bachelor programs

With senior teaching areas of (select two from within the same program)

Arts/Education (Secondary) – Chinese
– Drama
– Economics
– English
–  English as a Second Language
– French
– Geography
– German

– History
– Indonesian
–  Information Processing  

and Technology
– Italian
– Japanese
– Learning Support
– Legal Studies
– Mathematics

– Media Studies
– Music
– Philosophy
– Spanish
–  Studies of Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander People
– Studies in Religion
– Study of Society

Business Management/Education (Secondary) –  Business Organisation and  
Management

– Economics 

– Legal Studies 

Creative Arts/Education (Secondary) –  Drama 
–  English

– Media Studies
–  Music

Music/Education (Secondary) This program prepares students for employment as specialist music teachers, enabling graduates to teach 
Music in both primary and secondary schools.  
Students may also choose to study instrumental music and choral music teaching.

Science/Education (Secondary) – Biology
– Chemistry
–  Information Processing and 

Technology

– Geography
– Mathematics
–  Science 21, Earth and 

Environmental Science

– Physics

For students without a previous degree:

– Bachelor of Arts/Bachelor of Education (Secondary)

Duration: 4 years full-time
Location: St Lucia
2011 entry score: Qld – OP 10/Rank 81; ITI 77.10
QTAC code: 707202

– Bachelor of Business Management/Bachelor of Education 
(Secondary)

Duration: 4.25 years full-time
Location: St Lucia
2011 entry score: Qld – OP 9/Rank 83; ITI 79.35
QTAC code: 710301

– Bachelor of Creative Arts/Bachelor of Education (Secondary)

Duration: 4 years full-time
Location: St Lucia
2011 entry score: Qld – OP 10 /Rank 81; ITI 77.10
QTAC code: 707901

EDUCATION (SECONDARY)

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS

“UQ was a great place 
to study. The feeling of 
being in a community  
of learning and research 
was very strong.  
The academic staff  
were very supportive 
and you had the feeling 
that they were trying to 
bring out the best in their 
students. My peers were 
full of excellent ideas 
– it was a very exciting 
time. Also, the campus 
itself is so distinctive and 
beautiful.

“The Secondary Education Program 
contained a significant practical 
component, which was very important. 
The school I attended during my 
practicum was certainly very different 
from the school at which I currently 
teach, but my teaching is much richer 
for that experience.”

Greg says that although he doesn’t 
think that any tertiary program can 
prepare somebody 100% to be a 
teacher, he felt that the UQ program 
struck the right balance of theory and 
practice.

GREG BLAND 

DIRECTOR OF MATHEMATICS AT 
BRISBANE GIRLS GRAMMAR SCHOOL

BACHELOR OF ARTS/BACHELOR OF 
EDUCATION (SECONDARY)

PROFILE

What is Secondary Education?
The University of Queensland’s Bachelor of 
Education (Secondary) dual programs provide 
students with the opportunity to explore, create 
and develop new knowledge through practical, 
school-based learning. 

Our programs cover the latest 
developments, theories, policies and practices 
in the education arena. Students draw upon 
the recent research into effective teaching 

methods, ensuring they are well-equipped to 
meet the challenges of a teaching career. 

Students completing a dual program with 
Education are qualified to teach in at least two 
teaching areas with our flexible options as 
listed below.  

What will I study?

Bachelor of Education (Secondary)
The Bachelor of Education (Secondary) dual 
program consists of two parts:

Part A – Focuses on issues in teaching and 
schooling and is completed in conjunction with 
the requirements of the non-education degree, 
which provides the content knowledge for 
two teaching areas. Part A of the Bachelor of 
Education (Secondary) dual programs requires 
completion of eight core courses.

Part B – Develops the necessary skills, 
knowledge and practical experience required 
for application for teacher registration and 
employment. It is completed during the final 
Professional Year, and is composed of on-
campus lectures, tutorials and workshops 
which are alternated with blocks of teaching in 
schools.

Some of the courses you will study as a 
Secondary Education student include:

– Introduction to Education
– Learning Tools for the 21st Century
– Learning, Mind and Education
– Diversity and Inclusive Education
– Becoming a Professional Educator
– Multicultural and Indigenous Knowledge and 

Education
– Identity, Youth Cultures and Education.

Features of our Bachelor of Education 
(Secondary) dual programs include:
–  A wide range of teaching areas from which 

students may select two.
–  At least three years of concentrated studies 

in the content knowledge for teaching areas 
and educational theory.

–  A final Professional Year, concentrating 
on teaching practice and preparing pre-
service teachers for their professional roles, 
including 15 weeks of practicum experience.

–  Additional preparation and career 
enhancement programs offering further 
professional development and insights.

–  A supportive environment that values the 
individual.

–  The opportunity to complete two degrees in 
less time than it would take to complete the 
two programs separately.

What job can I get?
UQ Education degrees are recognised 
worldwide and many graduates seek 
employment overseas. Secondary school 
teachers are in demand, especially in the 
fields of mathematics, science, information 
technology, and languages other than 
English. Graduates are eligible to apply 
for teacher registration in Queensland and 
employment in both State and non-State 
schools. Music and language specialists may 
also seek employment in primary schools. 
An Education degree opens up a vast range 
of career opportunities within educational 
settings such as head of department, deputy 
principal and principal. The development of 
key competencies throughout the Bachelor 
of Education provides knowledge and skills 
that are also sought by employers in business 
and industry, especially in areas where an 
understanding of program development 
and training are required. The programs are 
accredited with the Queensland College of 
Teachers and enable application for teacher 
registration in Australia and overseas.

Bachelor of Arts/Bachelor of Education (Secondary) graduate, Ryan Caldwell.

– Bachelor of Music/Bachelor of Education (Secondary)
Duration: 5 years full-time
Location: St Lucia
2011 entry score: Qld – OP n/a / Rank n/a; ITI n/a
QTAC code: 723202

– Bachelor of Science/Bachelor of Education (Secondary)

Duration: 4 years full-time
Location: St Lucia
2011 entry score: Qld – OP 10/Rank 81; ITI 77.10
QTAC code: 731302

For students who have already completed a degree:

– Graduate Diploma in Education (Secondary) – see information on 
page 10

Duration: 1 year full-time
Location: St Lucia
2011 entry score: Qld – OP n/a / Rank 88; ITI n/a
QTAC code: 742702

HOW CAN I STUDY SECONDARY EDUCATION?
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UQ graduate Jennifer 
Bergstrum, was recently 
awarded an Australian 
Government National Award 
for Quality Schooling: 
Excellence as a Beginning 
Teacher (Highly Commended) 
for her work as a music 
teacher at St Aidan’s Anglican 
Girls’ School in Brisbane.

Finding employment only a month after 
graduating, Jennifer believes that the opportunities 
she was given at UQ contributed to the value of her 
qualifications.

“The music education subjects were invaluable, 
in that they offered practical teaching strategies, 
firmly grounded in solid educational philosophy, 
delivered by some of Queensland’s best 
educators,” she said.

Jennifer says she firmly subscribes to the 
philosophy that “music should belong to everyone”.

“I also continually endeavour to make people 
aware of the fact that music is a rigorous and 
academic subject, and that involvement with music 
enriches lives,” she said.

JENNIFER BERGSTRUM

BACHELOR OF MUSIC (HONS I) 
/BACHELOR OF EDUCATION (SECONDARY)

GRADUATE 
DIPLOMAS IN 
EDUCATION

What is the Graduate Diploma in 
Education?
The Graduate Diploma in Education programs 
are teacher preparation programs for 
students who already hold an appropriate 
tertiary qualification. The programs consist of 
periods of on-campus lectures, tutorials and 
workshops, alternated with blocks of practicum 
in schools.

Graduate Diploma in Education 
(Middle Years of Schooling)

This program prepares students for teaching 
across years 4-9 and involves one year 
professional education study, with focused 
preparation in:
– English
– Mathematics
– Science
– Study of Society and Environment.

Students also gain broader coverage of the 
remaining three key learning areas within the 
general studies component of the program.

Graduate Diploma in Education 
(Secondary)

This program prepares students for 
employment as secondary school teachers 
(years 8-12). It provides the skills and 
knowledge necessary for teaching to 
complement the current knowledge and skills 
gained in the first degree. Students will be 
qualified to teach in at least one of the following 
curriculum areas:
– Accounting
– Agriculture
– Biology
–  Business Organisation  

and Management
– Chemistry

– Chinese
– Drama
– Economics
– English
– English as a Second Language
– French
– Geography
– German
– Health and Physical Education
– History
– Indonesian
–  Information Processing  

and Technology
– Italian
– Japanese
– Learning Support 
– Legal Studies
– Mathematics
– Media studies
– Music
– Philosophy
– Physics
– Science 21, Earth and Environmental 

Science
– Spanish
–  Studies of Aboriginal and Torres  

Strait Islander People
– Studies in Religion
– Study of Society.

Entry Requirements
Entry requirements include the 
completion of an appropriate Bachelor 
degree from an approved tertiary 
institution. This degree must also provide 
the necessary prerequisites for at least 
two of the key learning areas of the 
Middle Years of Schooling stream or for 
the two nominated teaching areas for the 
Secondary stream. An interview is also 
required in the cases where the applicant 
is applying to study the teaching of a 
language other than English, or applying 
to study on a part-time basis.

Do you already have a degree? 
Become a teacher with one year of study.

For students who have already completed a degree:

– Graduate Diploma in Education (Middle Years of Schooling)

Duration: 1 year full-time
Location: St Lucia
2011 entry score: Qld – OP n/a / Rank 88; ITI n/a
QTAC code: 742602
 
– Graduate Diploma in Education (Secondary)

Duration: 1 year full-time
Location: St Lucia
2011 entry score: Qld – OP n/a / Rank 88; ITI n/a
QTAC code: 742702
 

UNDERGRADUATE DIPLOMAS

Once you are enrolled at UQ, you may decide to undertake a Diploma in either Music, 
Languages, or Global Studies at the same time as you complete your bachelor degree. 

At UQ, you can now study one of three 
undergraduate diplomas concurrently with your 
bachelor degree. You may choose to undertake 
this over an accelerated period, or spread the 
load across the duration of your degree. 

Music
If you love music, this is the diploma for you — 
no matter what your main academic interest. 
You can choose between Music Studies 
and Ensemble in which you can practise 
performance skills in an orchestral setting, 
as well as develop other musical techniques 
and knowledge; or Popular Music and Music 
Technology which focuses on the technologies 
of performance, recording, and distribution of 
popular music’s different genres. 

Languages
If you are keen to learn a new language, 
whether for personal interest or to enhance 
your career prospects in the global economy, 
you can study the Diploma in Languages. 
This diploma will suit you if you studied a 
language at high school and want to maintain 
your proficiency. But it will also suit you if you 
have never studied a foreign language: you 
don’t need any prior experience. The diploma 
is available in French, German, Indonesian, 
Japanese, Korean, Russian and Spanish.

Global Issues
The Diploma in Global Issues will appeal to 
you if you wish to pursue a career in an area 
where having a global perspective on the 
environment, economics, politics, and social 
change will be of advantage. In this program, 
you will learn how individuals, societies and 
countries are all interconnected. One exciting 
feature of this program is the opportunity to 
make the most of UQ’s extensive international 
connections through study at one of our 
partner universities.

How to enrol in a diploma
If you are interested in the Diploma in Music or 
the Diploma in Languages, you can apply for 
these programs directly to UQ once you have 
been offered a place at UQ through QTAC. If 
the Graduate Diploma in Global Issues is your 
area of interest, you will need to complete one 
year (16 units) of undergraduate studies before 
applying. 

To find out more about undergraduate 
diplomas, please contact the UQ Admissions 
Team.

UQ Admissions
www.uq.edu.au/study
Email admissionsenquiries@admin.uq.edu.au
Phone (07) 3365 2203

UQ student Kieren Brown
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ADMISSION INFORMATION

Admission requirements
To gain admission to undergraduate programs, 
you must satisfy prerequisites and have a 
sufficient entry score.
 Alternative entry pathways are available if 
you do not have a sufficient entry score or are 
missing prerequisites. See Alternative entry or 
Improving an entry score (upgrading) in the 
next column.

See What do we mean? on page 2 for 
definitions of Australian (domestic) and 
international applicants.

Prerequisites
Subject prerequisites are the Queensland Year 
12 subjects required for individual programs. 
You may also gain admission to programs with 
subject equivalents from interstate or overseas 
schooling, external senior studies, or tertiary 
studies. Some programs have additional 
prerequisites, e.g., the Undergraduate Medicine 
and Health Sciences Admission Test (UMAT).

Entry scores
Eligible applicants are selected for admission 
to a program in order of merit, based on entry 
scores. Those with the highest entry score 
are selected first, and so on until the program 
quota is filled.

Entry scores include Overall Positions 
(OP) and ranks. Current Queensland Year 12 
students receive an OP — expressed in a scale 
extending from 1 to 25.

All other applicants are allocated a rank — 
expressed in a scale extending from 99.90 to 
1. This common ranking scale allows different 
qualification to be compared, for example:

 − interstate Year 12 students are allocated a 
Nationally Agreed Common Index called the 
Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank (ATAR), 
which is used to calculate a rank 

 − Australian students who complete the 
International Baccalaureate (IB) are allocated 
a Nationally Agreed Common Index called 
the Combined Rank by QTAC, which is used 
to calculate a rank 

 − non-school leavers (including previous 
Queensland Year 12 students who qualified 
for an OP) and OP-ineligible Year 12 school 
leavers are allocated a rank when they 
apply through QTAC based on previous 
secondary, tertiary, bridging and preparatory 
studies, and/or work experience. 

The minimum OP or rank required for 
quota places varies from year to year and is 
determined once quota applications have been 
processed and places allocated. 

English language requirements
If you are from a non-English speaking 
background, you must provide evidence of 
English proficiency. This may be achieved 
through a pass in Queensland Year 12 English 
(or interstate equivalent) or by other means, as 
outlined in the Entry Options booklet available 
from UQ Admissions.

Alternative entry
If you did not complete Year 12, did not 
achieve a high enough entry score for your 
preferred program, or are a mature-aged 
applicant, there are alternative entry pathways 
to UQ. Contact UQ Admissions for advice on 
these alternatives.

Improving an entry score (upgrading)
You can try to improve your entry score and/
or meet program prerequisites by accepting 
an offer in a lower preference program. You 
can then be allocated a new entry rank that, 
depending on factors such as academic 
performance, and your history of previous 
studies, may be higher than your previous rank.

Special entry programs
If you are of Australian Aboriginal and/or 
Torres Strait Islander descent, or have suffered 
financial hardship or severe disadvantage 
beyond your control that has affected 
previously satisfactory results, you may be 
eligible for special entry to UQ. Contact UQ 
Admissions for more information.

UQ’s Bonus Rank Scheme gives current 
Year 12 high school students bonus points 
towards their entry score for completing certain 
approved subjects. Contact UQ Admissions for 
more information.

Programs for High School students
UQ’s Enhanced Studies Program (ESP) 
provides high-achieving secondary school 
students with an opportunity to extend their 
studies in an area of interest and to ‘test 
drive’ university life. Students accepted 
into the program can study one UQ course 
(subject) during Semester One of Year 12. 
ESP students who successfully complete the 
program will be eligible to receive one bonus 
point towards their University entrance rank 
through UQ’s Bonus Scheme. In addition, most 
ESP students who later enrol in a relevant UQ 
degree also receive credit for their completed 
course. ESP study also counts towards your 
Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE).

For more information, visit  
www.uq.edu.au/guidance/esp

How to apply
You can apply for admission to undergraduate 
programs at UQ through the Queensland 
Tertiary Admissions Centre (QTAC).

The QTAC Guide provides essential 
information on the application process and 
explains the entry requirements for all programs 
offered through QTAC. Free copies are given 
to all current Queensland Year 12 students and 
some interstate schools. You can also buy a 
copy from newsagents or through QTAC.

For 2012 programs, the deadline for on-time 
applications is 30 September 2011. Contact 
QTAC for more information.

Current Year 12 students
 − lodge an application online through QTAC’s 
Twelve to Tertiary (TTT) Web application 
service at www.qtac.edu.au 

International students studying  
Year 12 in Australia

 − visit www.uq.edu.au/international/ausyear12 
for more information on application 
procedures and entry requirements

Other prospective students
– lodge an online application using QTAC’s 

Apply by Web service at www.qtac.edu.au

Enrolment
Once you have been offered a place in a UQ 
program, you can formally accept the offer by 
lodging a response with QTAC. You can then 
enrol at UQ by using the UQ link from QTAC’s 
Current Applicant online service. The UQ 
enrolment website (www.uq.edu.au/enrolment) 
provides information about the enrolment 
process to help you get started.

QTAC
www.qtac.edu.au 
Phone 1300 GO QTAC (1300 467 822)

UQ Admissions
www.uq.edu.au/study
Email admissionsenquiries@admin.uq.edu.au
Phone (07) 3365 2203

International Admissions Section
www.uq.edu.au/international

 Queensland Year 12 students
 Phone (07) 3346 7376

 Interstate Year 12 students
 Phone 1800 671 980

MONEY MATTERS

Fees and charges
When you study at university, you will have 
to pay fees for each course in which you 
enrol. Most undergraduate places at UQ 
are funded partly by the federal government 
(Commonwealth-supported) and partly by you, 
and the amount you pay depends on the band 
level of your course. National priority courses 
(Mathematics, Science, Statistics) attract the 
lowest charges.
 You are eligible for Commonwealth-
supported (CSP) funding if you are an 
Australian or New Zealand citizen, or an 
Australian permanent resident. International 
students must pay full tuition fees.
 At UQ, fees are charged according to the 
courses you undertake, not the program in 
which you enrol. Because charges will be 
levied according to your exact enrolment, it is not 
possible to publish a fixed annual fee.

Fee Calculator
To help you work out your fees for a semester, 
UQ has developed an online Fee Calculator, 
available on the Courses and Programs website.

The Fee Calculator shows individual course 
fees and allows you to add them to a list to 
calculate the overall fee for your enrolment. 
Before you enrol, Academic Advisors can help 
you develop a study plan. 

Fees information
www.uq.edu.au/study

Fee Calculator
www.uq.edu.au/study (see UQ Toolkit)

Living costs
As a university student, you will also need to 
consider other costs of living, especially if you 
are living away from home for the first time. 
These include accommodation, books and 
study requirements, transport, and parking. 
Fortunately, a wide range of assistance is 
available.
 UQU, the Student Union, has a secondhand 
bookshop, and provides many low-cost 
entertainment activities. UQ’s Student Services 
offers help with accommodation and finding 
a job. And the federal government provides 
financial support for low-income earners; as 
well as fee repayment options for students.

University of Queensland Union
www.uqu.uq.edu.au

UQ Student Services
www.uq.edu.au/student-services

Financial assistance

Centrelink student services
The Federal Government’s Centrelink provides 
three income-support payments for Australian 
tertiary students: Youth Allowance, Austudy, 
and Abstudy. You can apply for these 
payments at any Centrelink Customer Service 
Centre.

Other schemes include: 
 − an interest-free advance loan for students, 
where you are paid part of your allowance as 
a lump-sum advance

 − the Pensioner Education Supplement (PES), 
which is a payment to certain categories of 
pensioners commencing study

 − the Health Care Card, which enables 
Commonwealth health concessions, such 
as low-cost pharmaceuticals, under the 
Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (PBS).

Centrelink
www.centrelink.gov.au

Youth and Student Services
Phone 13 2490

Abstudy
Phone 13 2317

HECS-HELP
If you are a domestic student in a 
Commonwealth-supported place, you are 
eligible to receive HECS-HELP. HECS-HELP 

allows Australian citizens or holders of an 
Australian permanent resident humanitarian 
visa to defer all or part of their student 
contribution amounts for repayment when they 
meet specific income thresholds. This means 
that you do not start repaying your HECS debt 
until you earn a certain income level (currently 
$44,912 per tax year), when it is then taken out 
of your pay as additional tax. 
 If you pay “up-front”, i.e. at the time of 
enrolment, you will receive a 20% discount 
on your fees. Please note that New Zealand 
citizens or Australian permanent residents 
without a humanitarian visa must pay up-front 
without the discount.

FEE-HELP
FEE-HELP is a loan scheme available to 
Australian citizens or holders of an Australian 
permanent resident humanitarian visa to help 
meet tuition fee liability for courses that are not 
Commonwealth-supported. FEE-HELP can 
cover all or part of your tuition fees, up to a 
lifetime limit of $108,029 for Medicine, Dentistry 
and Veterinary Science, and $86,422 for all 
other programs (indexed annually).

HECS-HELP/FEE-HELP information
www.goingtouni.gov.au

Scholarships
See page 14.

UQ students Purity Chelangat Goj (front, from Kenya) and Hong Yu Emmanuel Chan (right, from Singapore) outside the 
Great Court, UQ St Lucia

When planning your study experience, consider the following financial options. 
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SCHOLARSHIPS
Study at university is much easier when you don’t have to worry about money.  
Find out what’s on offer before you enrol at www.uq.edu.au/scholarships

UQ awards hundreds of scholarships worth 
millions of dollars each year to students. 

Scholarships at UQ are awarded for 
academic excellence, for research purposes, 
to help you if you have financial difficulty, to 
assist elite athletes, and to help with the costs 
of overseas study. They are made possible with 
the generous support of our donors, external 
agencies and industry providers. 

Academic scholarships
UQ wants to encourage and attract high-
achieving school leavers who also demonstrate 
the potential to be future leaders, and so has 
a generous academic scholarship program 
in place. You will be selected for one of the 
three scholarships — UQ Vice-Chancellor’s, 
UQ Excellence, UQ Merit — based on your 
academic achievement in Year 12, your 
demonstrated leadership potential, and other 
achievements.

Equity scholarships
UQ has a strong commitment to providing 
support for you if you are financially 
disadvantaged and offers a range of equity 
scholarships to Commonwealth-supported 
students. These include the UQ-Link Access 
Scholarships and Indigenous Access 
Scholarships (IAS). 

For more information about these 
scholarships, eligibility criteria, terms and 
conditions, and the application process, please 
visit the UQ Scholarships website and click on 
the Scholarships for Australian Undergraduate 
Students button and select the Equity link.

Scholarships for Indigenous students
As an Indigenous student you have many 
scholarships from which to choose, including 
the Indigenous Access Scholarship (IAS), UQ 
Economics Scholarship, and the Pearl Duncan 
Teaching Scholarship. See www.uq.edu.au/
atsis/scholarships for full details.

International opportunities
If you complete part of your studies as an 
exchange student through UQ Abroad, you 
may be eligible for a UQ Student Exchange 
Scholarship. Jubilee Scholarships as well as 
the Australian University Mobility in Asia and the 
Pacific Program (UMAP) are also available.

Sporting scholarships
If you are a talented sportsperson you may 
be interested in applying for a UQ Sports 
Achievement Scholarship or the Clem Jones 
Sporting Scholarship. Apply online via the UQ 
Sport website under High Performance Sport. 

Undergraduate Scholarships and Prizes Office
www.uq.edu.au/scholarships
Email ugscholarships@uq.edu.au
Phone (07) 3365 7113

Scholarships at UQ Ipswich
www.uq.edu.au/ipswich/scholarships-and-prizes

Scholarships at UQ Gatton
www.science.uq.edu.au/scholarships

UQ Admissions
www.uq.edu.au/study/uqlink-entry
Email uq.link@admin.uq.edu.au
Phone (07) 3365 2203

UQ Abroad
www.uq.edu.au/uqabroad/financial-assistance

UQ Sport
www.uqsport.uq.edu.au
Phone (07) 3365 6612

Kelsey Chambers and Joseph Bunton, Vice-Chancellor’s 
Scholarship awardees

Caitlin Sargent, physiotherapy student and recipient of a 
UQ Sports Achievement Scholarship

Bachelor of Medicine/Bachelor of Surgery student 
Catherine Roth, recipient of an Indigenous Access 
Scholarship

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

You are an International student if you are a:
 − Temporary Resident (visa status) of Australia
 − Permanent Resident (visa status) of  
New Zealand, or

 − Resident or Citizen of any other country.

Eligibility for UQ study
For admission into undergraduate programs  
at UQ, you must have:

 − completed recognised upper secondary or 
equivalent Year 12 studies to the required 
standard

 − satisfied individual program requirements 
(e.g., specific subject prerequisites, auditions 
or interviews)

 − satisfied English language requirements.
If you do not meet these criteria, you might 
consider taking the foundation year bridging 
course offered by International Education 
Services (IES) or English language training 
offered by the Institute of Continuing and 
TESOL Education (ICTE).

More information
www.uq.edu.au/international
www.foundationyear.com
www.icte.uq.edu.au

Study Abroad and exchange
If you are an international student currently 
studying overseas at an accredited university, 
you can study at UQ for one or two semesters 
as part of the Study Abroad program.  
If another university has an exchange 
agreement with UQ, you can study at UQ as an 
exchange student for one or two semesters.

More information
www.uq.edu.au/international/exchange
www.uq.edu.au/studyabroad

Expenses
When you apply for a student visa, the 
Department of Immigration and Citizenship 
(DIAC) may ask you for evidence that you 
have sufficient funds to complete your studies. 
Expenses to be considered include visa and 
medical (pre-departure) fees, tuition fees (for 
full degree or study abroad fees), general living 
expenses (around $18,000 - $22,000 a year), 
return airfares, and Overseas Student Health 
Cover (OSHC).

More information
www.uq.edu.au/international/fees

More than 10,000 international students from over 100 
countries currently call UQ home. 

Services for international students
International Student Advisors can help you 
quickly settle into life as a UQ student. These 
include picking you up at the airport, helping 
you find temporary accommodation, organising 
your orientation, and scheduling your academic 
preparation sessions. They can also answer 
your questions about health services, family 
matters, schooling or childcare, social events, 
and cultural or religious organisations.

More information
www.uq.edu.au/international-guide

Fees and charges
Fee-paying students pay tuition fees based on 
the courses they undertake, regardless of the 
program in which they enrol.

Fee information
www.uq.edu.au/international/fees

Fee calculator
www.uq.edu.au/study/feecalculator

Applying to UQ
See the  UQ Undergraduate Prospectus for 
International Students 2012 at  
www.uq.edu.au/international

Contact details
International Recruitment Manager
Email (online enquiry form)  
www.uq.edu.au/international/enquiry
Phone  +61 3 8676 7004 (outside Australia) 

1800 671 980 (within Australia)

Students Emilita Krisanti Cornain (Indonesia) and Roni Cheriyan (India) in the Biological Sciences Library, UQ St Lucia
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ACADEMIC PROGRAMS 
QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE

QTAC  
CODE

BACHELOR DEGREE IN  
(unless otherwise stated) DURATION DELIVERY 

MODE LOCATION QLD 2011 
OP

QLD 2011 
RANK

2011 
INTERSTATE 
TRANSFER 

INDEX

PREREQUISITES PAGE NO.

PRIMARY EDUCATION

742401 Education (Primary) 4 years Internal St Lucia 11 79 77.10 English 6

MIDDLE YEARS OF SCHOOLING EDUCATION 

742501
Education  

(Middle Years of Schooling)
4 years Internal St Lucia 11 79 77.10 English 7

707601
Arts/Education  

(Middle Years of Schooling)
4 years Internal St Lucia 10 81 77.10 English 7

742602
Graduate Diploma in Education 

(Middle Years of Schooling) 
1 year Internal St Lucia n/a 88 n/a

English, plus an 
appropriate degree

10

SECONDARY EDUCATION 

707202 Arts/Education (Secondary) 4 years Internal St Lucia 10 81 77.10 English 8

710301
Business Management/ 
Education (Secondary)

4.25 years Internal St Lucia 9 83 79.35
English plus  

Maths A B or C
8

707901
Creative Arts/Education  

(Secondary)
4 years Internal St Lucia 10 81  77.10 English 8

723202 Music/Education (Secondary) 5 years Internal St Lucia n/a n/a n/a English, Music 8

731302 Science/Education (Secondary) 4 years Internal St Lucia 10 81 77.10
English, Maths B, 

(Chemistry or Physics)
8

742702
Graduate Diploma in Education 

(Secondary) 
1 year Internal St Lucia n/a 88 n/a

English, plus an 
appropriate degree and 

prerequisites for two 
teaching areas

10

The UQ Abroad program offers you the exciting 
chance to study overseas for up to a year on 
exchange, while at the same time gaining credit 
towards your UQ degree. 
 Having exchange agreements with more 
than 150 universities in 35 countries — 
including the US, UK and France — UQ offers 
a diverse choice and recommends that all 
students try the experience. 

OVERSEAS  
OPPORTUNITIES
Studying in another 
country is a great way to 
learn about the world and 
broaden your horizons.  
UQ can help with costs 
and give you credit 
towards your degree.

Mark Owens, UQ Gatton Bachelor of Applied Science student, who spent six months at Purdue University, Indiana, 
USA

You can also take advantage of the many 
internship opportunities that allow you to live 
and work in another country while gaining 
valuable experience that may possibly help you 
find future employment.

Why go overseas?
Spending part of your program overseas opens 
up an exciting array of opportunities you may 
never have thought possible and is especially 
beneficial when combined with foreign 
language skills that you have learnt.

Some benefits of having an overseas study 
or work-experience include:

Gain academically
 − broaden the scope of your degree
 − gain a different perspective on your field of 
study

 − discover new career opportunities
 −  improve your foreign language skills.

Personally rewarding
 − experience a different culture first-hand
 − increase your understanding of the world 
and gain a global outlook — a quality highly 
regarded by employers

 − make life-long friends from different parts of 
the world

 − learn more about yourself and your 
capabilities

 − study and gain employment overseas.

UQ Abroad
www.uq.edu.au/uqabroad
Phone (07) 3365 9075
Email uqabroad@admin.uq.edu.au

16 EDUCATION 2012

UQ IPSWICH
The Ipswich campus offers a 
personalised learning environment 
with a unique community feel. 
Students benefit from small classes 
held in purpose-designed teaching 
spaces and also enjoy a range of 
support, amenities, and recreational 
services, including a bookshop, cafés, 
sports court, oval and gym.

UQ CAMPUSES
UQ’s campuses are renowned as being among the 
most beautiful and well-equipped in Australia.

UQ GATTON
UQ Gatton delivers excellence in 
agricultural and natural resource 

sciences in a relaxed, friendly 
atmosphere. Just over an hour’s 

drive west of Brisbane, the campus 
offers a unique blend of recreational 

amenities, support services, modern 
teaching facilities, state-of-the-art 

laboratories and historic buildings, 
along with the $100 million School of           

Veterinary Science.

UQ ST LUCIA
Situated on the Brisbane River just 
10 minutes’ drive from the central 

business district, UQ St Lucia is 
one of Australia’s most attractive 

campuses. With its striking sandstone 
buildings and beautiful parklands, 

it is the ideal setting for both study 
and recreation. Students can find just 
about everything they need, including 
excellent sporting venues, shops and 

cafés.

UQ HERSTON
Herston is UQ’s core clinical health 
teaching and research site. The 
campus is close to Brisbane city 
and is located alongside the Royal 
Brisbane and Women’s Hospital 
and the Royal Children’s Hospital. 
This co-location demonstrates UQ’s 
commitment to working closely with 
health professionals and researchers 
to deliver innovative and contemporary 
health education programs.
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