THE UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND
STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES
LABORATORY ANIMAL RESEARCH

SOP No: AHT 38

SUBJECT: Euthanasia of Rats (decapitation).

POLICY: Operator must be very experienced and competent at
thistechnique.

PRECAUTIONS: Gloves, eye protection, mask, long-sleeved gown, closed
in shoes.

EQUIPMENT: guillotine

PROCEDURE:

1. Restrain and swingrat gently to disorient.
2. Placerat in the guillotine and quickly decapitate.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
This procedure should only be attempted with onerat in
theroom at atimeto avoid distressing others.
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