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SOP No:  AHT 35 
 
SUBJECT:  Euthanasia of Mice (Cervical dislocation) 
 
POLICY: - Operator must be experienced and competent at this 

technique. 
 
PRECAUTIONS:  Gloves, eye protection, mask, long-sleeved gown, closed 

in shoes. 
 
EQUIPMENT:  None. 
 
PROCEDURE:   

1. Remove mouse from cage and place on the cage lid. 
2. Restrain the mouse by grasping the base of the tail with 

the thumb and forefinger and firmly pressing the 
fingers down on the back of the mouse. Press downward 
and outward at the base of the head with the free thumb 
or thumb and forefinger together. 

3. Pull the tail with a quick upwards and outwards motion 
and the thumb will roll down onto the neck. 

4. Ensure that there is a distinct dislocation of the 
vertebrae of the neck leaving a gap behind the head. 
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