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AHT 32
Tail Bleed Rat

Tail Bleeding may only be performed once unless otherwise
approved by the AEC.
Thistechnique should only be attempted once weekly.

Gloves, eye protection, long-sleeved gown, closed in shoes

70% Alcohol
Swabs

Heat lamp

23 gauge needle
Collection tube

. Warm animals by placing cage under a heat lamp for 10-

15mins. DO NOT LEAVE UNATTENDED.

Restrain animal using preferred holding style or
anaesthetise rat with anaesthetic of choice (specify dose
rate, route of injection and volume.)

. Swab tail with 70% alcohol

Insert needleinto thevein and allow the blood to flow into

thetube. Blood flow may be aided by gently running the

thumb along the length of thetail.

. Attempt toinsert the needle as close to the tip end of the

tail as practicableto allow for failed attempts.

Expect to recover 1ml (2509 rat)-2mls (450g rat) by this
method.

Remove needle and apply gentle pressure with the swab
to encour age clotting.
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