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SOP No:   AHT 30 (a) 
 
SUBJECT:   Retro-Orbital Sinus Bleed in the Mouse 
 
POLICY:   Mice must be bled under anaesthetic 

Operator must be experienced and competent in this 
technique. 
Bleeding may only be performed once unless otherwise 
approved by the AEC. 

 
PRECAUTIONS:  Gloves, eye protection, long sleeve gown, closed in shoes. 
 
EQUIPMENT:  anaesthetic 

Capillary tubes 
Eppendorf tubes 

 
PROCEDURE:  

1. Anaesthetise mouse (anaesthetic of choice-specify dose rate, 
route of injection and volume.) 

2. Restrain the animal so that the skin around the eye pulls 
tight and the eye bulges. 

3. Gently push the exposed end of the capillary tube behind 
the eyeball into the eye socket at the outer edge of the eye. 

4. Tilt the mouse so that it is facing the floor, belly down. 
Allow blood to flow down the tube.  

5. Expect to collect no more than 200µµµµl/bleed. If multiple 
bleeds have been approved, do not bleed again for at least 
14 days. 

6. Remove excess blood from around the eye. 
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