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SOP No: AHT 27(c)
SUBJECT: Tattooing in rodents
POLICY: Whereit isnecessary to per manently identify rodents,

theleast painful method must be used.
This procedure must be performed by an experienced
operator.

Rodents >21 days must be anaesthetised.

PRECAUTIONS: Gloves, mask, long-sleeve gown, closed in shoes

EQUIPMENT tattoo ink/paste
Applicator with needles
anaesthetic (for mice >21 days).

PROCEDURE:
1. Restrain animalsor anaesthetise.
2. Disinfect the skin and tattoo needles

RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Consider alternative sources of identification (pen,

microchip)

2. Tattooingisthepreferred method for identifying
neonatal mice but may also be used to mark weanling
and older mice
Thetattoo should be placed on thetail, toe, or ear.
Always discard used needles
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