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Ear Tagging (banding) in rodents

Whereit isnecessary to per manently identify mice, the
least painful method must be used.

This procedure must be performed by an experienced
oper ator.

Mice >21 days must be anaesthetised.

Gloves, mask, long-sleeve gown, closed in shoes

applicator
Numbered tags
anaesthetic (for mice >21 days).

Hold the mice by the scruff or anaesthetise mouse.
Placethe ear tagin the applicator keeping the holeside
of the tag flat against the jaw of the applicator with the
indentation.

L ocate the tag within the ear, applying beyond thering
of cartilage in the distal third of the ear at its base.
Ensurethat thetag point has penetrated the hole and
seals correctly.

Apply pressurewith a sterile swab to encourage
clotting.
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1.

Consider alternative sources of identification (tattoo,
microchip)

2. Tagsshould beimmersed in alcohol to prevent infection.
3.

Monitor the animalsfor signsof infection and to ensure
that thetag isnot interfering with normal behaviour.
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