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Toeclippingin lizards

Whereit isnecessary to per manently identify lizards,
theleast painful method must be used however, toe-
clippingisrecognized asthe only practical and reliable
long-term technique. Where possible, the same tissue
should also be used for tissue typing/aging where
required. Thelife history and behaviour of the species
must be considered. Fore limbs should beused in
preferenceto the hind limbs.

This procedure must be performed by an experienced
operator.

Only onedigit may be removed from each extremity.

Protective clothing, closed in shoes

scalpel blade or
sharp scissors
dilute betadine/alcohol

Hold thelizard firmly behind the head.

Sterilise the foot using dilute betadine/alcohol

Using scissorsor scalpel blade cut off no morethan one
digit from each extremity.

Clipping should be directed to the interphalangeal space
Apply pressurewith a sterile swab to encourage
clotting.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

1.

2.

3.

Consider alternative sources of identification (photo ID,
branding, tattooing, paint bands or tags and pit tags)
The choice of technique should be based on a thorough
review of theliterature and consultation with colleagues
experienced in thistechnique.

Animals should be monitored to assess theimpact of this
procedure.
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