nEW pHARM School of Pharmacy Newsletter, The University of Queensland

ke DLV Pead) of Schooll Peport

Head of School
Report

In this issue of our newsletter we celebrate the achievements of
Pharmacy News 1 | past and present staff and students and also recognise and
mourn the passing of two staff members who played very

Awards 2 |significant roles in the life of the School.

Scholarships & Grants 5

Events 6 We mark the success of students, past and present through our
PSA Awards evening and also at the recent Pharmacy Australia

Research 8 Conference. Staff and students members of the School were

Alumni news 9 also honoured at the Trailblazer Awards, where the School was

o extremely pleased to have all three entries by the School
Obituaries 11 | recognised as either winners (Dr Lisa Nissen and Dr Harry
Publications 12 | Parekh) or as highly commended (Ms Susan Hua).

Staffing news 14

Celebrations are also due to Nadia Barozzi and Katie Otto for
| their travel. The final item | would like to mention is that of the fantastic success of
| QRxPharma i a company formed about 5 years ago and based on a portfolio of drug candidates arising from the

Professor Ted Triggs and Dr Bill Griffin were both great members of the School; Ted for 22 years and Bill for over
30 years. In this issue of the Newsletter, we mourn their passing but we should also note and celebrate the major
contributions that both made to the School, the University and the education of pharmacists in Queensland.

In a recent newsletter | mentioned the quinquennial accreditation visit on behalf of the Council of Pharmacy
Registering Authorities and the New Zealand and Australian Pharmacy Schools Accreditation Committee. The
School was pleased, recently, to receive a copy of the report of this visit and to note that the School has full

| accreditation for a further five years. Well done to all staff and students!
! Professor Nick Shaw

Head of School

| Pobarmacy,  News,
- | Record Listing for UQ Company

UQds Phar ma c-epecdampany QRxBharaa Limited (QRX), has listed on the Australian
Securities Exchange, making history as Australi

The company, which had an initial market capitalization of $150 million, issued 25 million shares to
new investors to raise $50 million.

QRX was formed 5 years ago by Uni Quest Pty Ltd,
develop innovative research in the areas of pain therapy, neurodegenerative disease and

| Above: Prof. Maree smifffnomics.

The companyb6s patented portfolio of drug candi dates we|
| Smith from the UQ school of Pharmacy; Professor Martin Lavin from the Queensland Medical Research Institute;

Dr Paul Masci from the School of Medicine; and Professor John de Jersey from the Faculty of Biological and
Chemical Sciences. Funds from the QRX float wild/l be use
most advanced drug candidate -t he fidual opioi do painkiller, Q8003 R, w
Smith.

With ités uniqgue combination of Morphine and Oxycodone
fewer side effects than competing drugs. In addition, a sustained-release version of this product is ready to enter

Phase | clinical trials.If the phase 11l trials proceed well, QRX had the potential to hit the market with the drug in 18

- 30 months, according to the UniQuest Managing Director David Henderson.

Congratulations go to Professor Smith for her fantastic success!
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Aar on D6 Busttaliam Young Pharmacist of the Year, 2007

Congratulations go to UQ graduate Aaron
D6Souza, who was namg ,
Pharmacist of the Year for 2007, at the ~ -
August 24 Australian Pharmaceutical
Soci etyds (PSA) E x ¢
Melbourne.
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This year Mr. DO6Souzd{
Projects Pharmacist for Terry White YOUNG PHARMACIS
Management, and continues to work as
Pharmacist Up-Front at Terry White - T E -

| Chemists Myer Centre, where he first started OF THE YEAR
| in 2005.

Above: Mr . D6Souza after recei

I n 2006 Mr . D6Sousa received al
Pharmacy Federation (Western Pacific Pharmaceutical Fo-

rum) Travel Scholarship, allowing him to attend the 2006

FIP Conference in Brazil, and a self-directed study tour of

pharmacy practices worldwide.

He has been Chairman of the Young Pharmacists Group
(YPG) since last year, and has made representations on
behalf of young pharmacists and the profession to political
Above: Left to RigRrofessor Lloyd Sansom, Professor leaders including Prime Minister John Howard and Federal
Gregory Peterson; Mr Aar ©Oppdsitiéreleader Kevin Rudd.

|The PSA says: Awhile he is only in the early years of |
| change in the profession to ensure pharmacy, as a community and health care service, continues to meet the
'varying needs of Australianso.

/Mr . D6Souza himself had this t o Isamyeryhunblesdinrebetvingsgcha ecei v
prestigious award and will strive to live up to the expectations which come with it. | view the award as not purely a

~personal achievement, but rather an accomplishment due
He goes on to discuss the importance of his solid knowl
played in his career: ASpecial mentions must be made t

; Leigh McKaugh, Sarah Roberts-Thomson, Bruce Charles, Steve Duffull, Marg Robinson, Peter Cabot, Lynne Em-
- | merton, Bruce Green, Istvan Toth, Adam LaCaze, Maree Smith, Greg Monteith and Lisa Nissen, a former winner
jof the award hersel fo

Professor Gregory Petersonwas named Pharmacist of the year, while a Lifetime Achievement Award went to
- | Emeritus Professor Lloyd Sansom



http://www.psa.org.au/site.php?id=2041
http://www.psa.org.au/site.php?id=2040
http://www.psa.org.au/site.php?id=2041
http://www.psa.org.au/site.php?id=2041
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Pharmacy takes out a Trailblazer Trifecta for 2007

Congratulations go to Dr. Lisa Nissen, Dr. Harendra Parekh and Ms.
Susan Hua for their success in this years UniQuest Trailblazer
competition.

Uni Quest 6s annual Trailblazer in
reward innovative ideas and early-stage research, which have the
potential to benefit the community, industry or business as well as
generate a financial return. With $40,000 in prize money, the
competition also rewards and stimulates innovative thinking.

The competition, held in June this year, saw Dr. Nissen and Dr. Parekh
named as winners in the Open category, while Ms. Hua received a

Highly Commended in the Student category. Above: Left to Righlick Shaw; Susan Hua; Lisa Nissen
and Harry Parekh

Dr. Lisa Nissen
~ Pharma-GEL: A product to help address medication swallowing difficulties in the Community ~

i Difficulty swall owing af f e c30% ofhgspitdl matiedtslade 36-60% pfernargng e o v
home residents. Foods and fluids are commonly modified to make them easier and safer to swallow, yet little or

no thought has been given to the difficulty in oral administration of medications for these populations.

Simply 6crushingd a medication to aid swallowing may
medication - thus potentially harming the patient and the outcomes of treatment. There are also the physical risks
of aspiration injury witiGELDOUS e d eme-tharshalftbenigngd leased P i ar m
product that can be added to whole tablets or crushed medications to assist with patient swallowing, without
interfering with any of the physical or chemic

Dr. Harry Parekh
~ A Novel Treatment for Type 1 Diabetes ~

.~ | iDr Parekh was awarded the Trailblazer prize for his e
_ | for the delivery of therapeutic genes.
-~ | Thenon-vi r al platform technodlfogyceptrd et ages nwitlhle hertonif a
for type | diabetes, a project in collaboration with t
the vector will facilitate targeted gene delivery and if successful could ameliorate the need for
insulin replacement.
The long term goal is to expand the technology to the targeted delivery of genes in a host of diseases, most
notably cancer. Furthermore modification of the platform to enable delivery of conventional drugs will also be
explored, the ultimate aim being to overcome the high incidence of side-effects experienced due to the
nonsel ective action of ¢ heniodrdiandourpatai Pharmacydr ugs i n v

Ms. Susan Hua - BPharm (Hons) PhD Candidate
~ Targeted Drug Deliver ~

ANanotechnology is a major component in the medical,
potential of many drug molecules is severely compromised by significant obstacles to delivery of these drugs in
vivo, in particular to cancer metastases and sites of inflammation.

My innovative research involves the design of a novel
bull etd to target specifically pathological sites of i
tumours), thereby improving the therapeutic index and efficacy of pharmaceutical drugs and molecules.

Through this research and with my research background in pain and inflammation, | have developed the first
peripheral analgesic system to target a novel therapeutic analgesic pathway, which may provide a much sought
after alternative for the management of chronic a
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Travel Awards

Nadia Barozzi

Congratulations to Nadia Barozzi who has been awarded a
Graduate School Research Travel Grant (GSRTG) for $5000 [
which has taken Nadia to Nova Scotia.

Nadi ads PhD project is ai me]j|s
of selected classes of drugs in different countries. N
International collaborations have been set between

Queensland, Nova Scotia (Canada), and Italy. Professor

Sue Tett is Nadiads princip -3l b . ' t hi
0 f. . P rof e 'S sor T e.t t 0S re .S earc Qbovg: L%ft%%i&nt— Prlofesssor gu!a tgtt;?la%iathroczizi ar;[d ﬂo‘%s%oF ds
optimising the clinical use of medications through interna-  |ngrig sketris

tional comparisons.

|Prof essor Tett spent two sabbatical periods in Canada ¢

| at the College of Pharmacy, Dalhousie University in Halifax (Nova Scotia). Dr. Sketris is a Professor of the

~ | College of Pharmacy, School of Nursing, School of Health Services Administration, and Computer Science, and

the Department of Community Health and Epidemiology, Dalhousie University.

Her research interests include examining the impact of changes in pharmacare policy and the use of drugs and
health services, particularly related to the population of Nova Scotia. Nadia was given the opportunity to travel to
Canada to collect and analyse the Nova Scotian data, spending time with researchers and decision makers in that
jurisdiction to evaluate the data and to determine how best to compare and contrast the data, to arrive at
interventions designed to improve the prescription and use of these medications.

| Katie Otto

Congratulations also go to Katie Otto who was awarded a
travel grant from the NeuPSIG Committee, the Special Interest
Group on Neuropathic Pain of the International Association for
the Study of Pain (IASP) in Berlin. The grant was supple-
mented by funds received by Katie from the

Pharmacy School.

The assistance she received allowed her to travel to
the Second International Congress on

Neuropathic Pain, which was held from June 771 10
this year, at the Intercontinental Hotel, Berlin.

Katie said Al am sin
pharmacy and NeuPSIG for their generous
assistance allowing me to attend the

i nternational conference. 0

grateful to both

The conference also afforded Katie her first taste of
the trip than simply attending the scientific conference, although of course it was great to see both clinical and
basic scientific research from | abs around the worl do.
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Big success at PSA student awards 2007

The PSA Graduate/Student awards for Queensland were held at
the PA Hospital on Wednesday 9th May 2007, recognising
students from the previous year. This event is held for all Schools
of Pharmacy in Queensland and awards were given to students at
QUT, Griffith and UQ. JCU will receive their awards later in the
year.

Congratulations to all the awardees on the night. A number of
awards were presented to our students. They were as follows:

The Agilent Technologies Prize Daniel Del Dot
Alphapharm P/L prize in Pharmacy (1st Year) Jason Thomas
Alphapharm P/L prize in Pharmacy (2nd Year) Aimee Sullivan  Above: R Nick Shaw (UQ); Alison Haywood (Griffith); Warren Blee
Alphapharm P/L prize in Pharmacy (3rd Year) Teneale Stewart (PSA); Beverley Glass (JCU) and Fraser Ross (QUT)

| Alphapharm P/L prize in Pharmacy (Honours)  Felicity Davis

Amgen Prize in Molecular & Cellular Biology Felicity Davis

| Eleanor Chalmers Prize Jaclyn Costello

Cowley Memorial Prize Rakin Chowdhury; Jason Thomas

Guild Insurance Prize Hannah Rayner; Helen Smith

PDL Prize (1) Felicity Davis

PDL Prize (2) Samuel Chan

PSA Prize (1) Gregory Spann

PSA Prize (2) Panayiota Tanos

PSA Prize (3) Genevieve Butnoris

PSA Prize (4) Kobi Haworth

| PSA Prize (5) Michael Williams

|Pharmacy I nterests WonGhalsbasAitcBisooup Pri ze

| Hildegard Reuther Memorial Prize Emily Ferrier

| PACE Prize (1) Alice Hawes

| PACE Prize (2) Kobi Haworth

SHPA Prize (1) Kobi Haworth

| SHPA Prize (2) Alexander Bilinski
| C.H.Williams Prize June Chan

cholarships 8~ Grants

| Hard Work Pays Off For Susan Hua

Susan Hua who has been awarded a prestigious NHMRC Biomedical Postgraduate Scholarship to
complete her PhD studies with Dr. Peter Cabot.

Susan already has an APA Scholarship and has completed
almost one year of her studies with Dr. Cabot.

Congratulations Susan!

APA Scholarship Success for Pharmacy

3 Pharmacy students have been awarded APA Scholarships for their Postgraduate studies. This has been a
fantastic result, congratulations go to:

Alesha Smith With Professor Sue Tett
Mei-Yan Yau With Dr. Harry Parekh
Tina Wu With Associate Professor Greg Monteith & Dr. Sarah Roberts-Thomson

Desma Grice Awarded Joint Scholarship

Desma Grice who was awarded a UQ Joint Research
Scholarship to complete her PhD with Dr. Sarah
Roberts-Thomson and Associate Professor Greg Monteith.

Great work Desma!




