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Abstract

Developing a sophisticated understanding of mission environment is a complex task which involves many different dimensions. Moving beyond the conceptual challenges surrounding the ways of categorising conflict, the project utilises a modified conception of a ‘phased conflict cycles’ approach. This approach is able to give a reliable static interpretation of the mission environment’s capacities for peace or belligerency.  The principle challenge of this approach is to maximise the accuracy with which an environment is being assessed, this will involve examining the environment with as many lenses as possible. From the detailed exploration of the environment it is possible to evaluate and anticipate the changes in an environment over time. To develop this framework the approach is seeking to use the malleability of the ‘phased cycle approach’ to include as many different data points as feasible. This framework, as well as providing a way to map the features of a context onto a phased model, also gives the capacity to highlight potential directions in the mission environment.
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