Building Peace and Stability:

Measuring Effectiveness of Peace and Capacity Building Operations

CHILDREN AND ARMED CONFLICT
PRESENTED ON 

23 JULY 2008


BY 

MARIANNA DUCE
UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND

Abstract

Since the release of the Machel Report detailing the effects of armed conflict on children in 1996, greater awareness has been drawn to the plight of these children, in particular that of child soldiers. The research shows that while there have been improvements to strengthen the monitoring and reporting of abuses experienced by children during times of war, substantial conceptual gaps still exist. These gaps create pragmatic limitations to peace-building initiatives.  Children are largely constructed as victims of a new and especially brutal form of conflict and are denied the positive and negative agency accorded to all children – even those within a conflict setting. Failure to recognise children as social actors during the conflict reduces the effectiveness of peacemaking interventions. The consequence is a limited understanding of the needs of children in post conflict environments and a reduced emphasis on the role children play, both in the recurrence of violence and the path to sustainable peace. Child soldiers and children in general are vulnerable to: political mobilisation, cooption for further fighting in follow on conflict phases and engagement in criminal activities as coping strategies to ameliorate the exclusion they experience. While children and child soldiers are potential ‘spoilers’ for peace, they also possess the ability to contribute positively to peace within their countries. Greater analysis is required to understand the precipitating factors that give rise to children’s direct participation in armed conflict – in the interests of developing a participatory framework that ensures greater inclusion for children in post-conflict processes, increasing the potential for sustainable peace. Such involvement is particularly crucial in relation to policing and rule of law, generally, as reforming law and justice systems struggle to address the problems associated with child violence. 
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