2nd Australasian Housing Researcher Conference 2007

SOUTH WEST CORRIDOR TOUR

Friday 22 June 2-5pm

Stretching southwest from Brisbane to greater Ipswich is an area known as the ‘South West Corridor’. Historically, this area has comprised public and low cost housing, together with light industry, and Queensland’s largest prison and mental health facilities. Similar to outer ring suburbs in other major Australian cities, suburbs within this corridor have experienced poor infrastructure, at times high unemployment, a concentration of disadvantage, and the associated stigma.

The strengthening of the Queensland economy, together with the burgeoning of the south east corner’s population, has witnessed a transformation in the way the South West Corridor is perceived, especially in policy terms. The South-East Queensland Regional Plan identified the South West Corridor as a growth area, one in need of major infrastructure and community renewal. The South West Corridor is now seen as an area where a significant proportion of South East Queensland’s population will live and work. Indeed, many of the negative stereotypes of the area are no longer relevant; infrastructure, proximity to Brisbane’s CBD, and increasing house prices have meant that parts of this corridor are widely considered as a desirable places to live.
This tour will explore some of this infrastructure and development, and see first hand some of the urban and ‘community’ changes that have altered the South West Corridor over the previous decade. Initially, the tour travels 30 kilometres south west of Brisbane to ‘Springfield Lakes’ and return to Brisbane via Carole Park.       

Resting on 2850 hectares of land, the Greenfield development of Springfield Lakes is described by the developers (Delfin Lend Lease) as a world class thriving community. Town Planner Tanya Hoare will show attendees through the development and give an informal overview of what Springfield Lakes is trying to achieve. Tanya brings with her a wealth of knowledge about the zoning and political challenges the developer has dealt with, and about how the changing social and economics of the region is impacting upon the built environment. After relaxing by the lake and enjoying a drink, the tour will travel to Carole Park.

Locating only 19 kilometres south west of Brisbane’s CBD, with a medium house price of $160K, is Carole Park. In many respects, for example, house prices, resident demographics, and social infrastructure, Carole Park is quite distinct to its south western neighbour at Springfield Lakes. Carole Park is surrounded by two motor ways, train lines (although has no train station directly servicing suburb), and industrial estates. The suburb comprises 65% public and 35% private housing. Carole Park is an interesting suburb, because on one hand it is representative of a South Western Corridor suburb prior to the regional plan for re-development, but on the other hand, and perhaps at a deeper level, the Department of Housing, together with Council and private enterprises, have implemented a number of initiatives to enhance the suburbs liveability. Officers from the Department of Housing will meet with attendees and outline some of the challenges and successes in the urban and community renewal of Carole Park.
While we have and will make every effort to ensure the bus’ return to Customs House by 5.00pm, please note that we advise those interested in attending a tour who also need to be at Customs House by 5.pm to make connecting transport for flights, should consider joining the inner-city tour. 

	Time
	Details

	1.30pm
	Bus leaves Customs House – travel to Springfield Lakes


	2.15pm
	Meet Tanya Hoare at Information Centre – tour of Springfield Lakes


	3.00pm
	Drink at Springfield Lakes


	3.15pm
	Travel to Carole Park 


	3.30pm
	Meet Ruth Miller and Tony Campbell from the DOH at Carole Park



	4.10pm

	Travel to Brisbane via Inala (time permitting)


	5pm
	Arrive back at Customs House


