2nd Australasian Housing Researcher Conference 2007

INNER BRISBANE TOUR

Friday 22 June 2-5pm

The inner Brisbane housing market is experiencing the effects of economic, social and demographic change that is part of a national trend fuelling demand for inner city living. This demand is magnified in Brisbane by the impact of economic and employment growth in South-East Queensland as well as the ‘sun and sea-change’ phenomena that is an additional factor in driving high levels of population growth (Office of Urban Management 2005). The inner suburbs, especially where they abut the Brisbane River, are experiencing both gentrification and intensification as houses are renovated and industrial land is consolidated and redeveloped for mixed and residential use. The inner suburbs are the location of significant public and private investment in urban renewal which has seen inner suburban centres such as Paddington, Fortitude Valley, New Farm, Bulimba and West End redeveloped to increase residential density, upgrade the amenity of public spaces and encourage the expansion of hospitality, entertainment, retail and service industries (Stimson et al 2000).
This bus tour will provide an opportunity to experience the changing nature of Inner Brisbane and to explore some recent urban renewal and social housing innovations. The informative tour will include a chance to learn about and visit to the Kelvin Grove Urban Village, Brisbane Housing Company developments and boarding houses managed by a community housing provider, Better Housing Projects Association. 

Kelvin Grove Urban Village

The Kelvin Grove Urban Village  http://www.kgurbanvillage.com.au/ is a diverse city fringe master-planned community, bringing together residential, educational, retail, health, recreational and business opportunities into a vibrant new precinct. The Village demonstrates best practice in sustainable, mixed-use urban development. It is based on the principles of Ecological Sustainable Development, which aims to balance environmental, social and economic issues for long-term sustainability. The Village is easily accessible by public transport and car, and has been master planned so people can move easily and safely in and around the Village. Residents and businesses in the Village can access a high speed, triple play fibre network for phone, data and television connections.

The Village began as a joint venture between the Queensland Department of Housing and Queensland University of Technology (QUT) to redevelop an ex-army site. The Kelvin Grove Urban Village provides an opportunity for the department to demonstrate best practice in urban planning, the successful inclusion of affordable housing into a residential development, and a commitment to Ecological Sustainable Design principles. In addition, the profits generated from the sale of departmental land holdings at the Village will be redirected into providing public housing in other locations.  The Department of Housing will sell most of its land holdings at the Village to developers to build and market residential and mixed-use developments, in line with the Master Plan. Four sites were transferred to the Brisbane Housing Company to deliver 155 units of affordable accommodation for people on lower incomes.

Three QUT faculties (Creative Industries, Health and Education) as well as two multi-disciplinary research institutes (Institute of Health and Biomedical Innovation and Institute of Creative Industries and Innovation) are based at Kelvin Grove in and adjacent to the Urban Village. The University is developing a mix of teaching, research and community engagement facilities in the Kelvin Grove Urban Village that are focused on interaction with the community and local businesses through public exhibitions and performances, research projects, health clinics, enterprise support and student placements Members of the Kelvin Grove Urban Village community (including residents, workers and visitors) will also be able to access a range of community facilities including sporting facilities, public lectures and seminars.

Staff from the Department of Housing will provide a briefing at the Kelvin Grove Information Centre.

Brisbane Housing Company   
Brisbane Housing Company (BHC) http://www.brisbanehousingcompany.com.au is an independent, not-for-profit organisation established by the Queensland Government and the Brisbane City Council to provide affordable housing in Brisbane. Using initial funding from the Department of Housing and Brisbane City Council, BHC has a portfolio of housing for people on low incomes in Brisbane. BHC was incorporated on 5 July 2002. A mix of boarding houses, studio units and 1, 2 and 3 bedroom apartments meet the needs of a variety of tenants. The housing is offered at below-market rents (up to 75% of market rents) to households on low incomes. BHC's properties are primarily in the inner and middle suburbs, but BHC's Constitution will allow it to operate anywhere in the City.


BHC is structured to maximise charitable contributions and residents' access to Commonwealth Rent Assistance, and to minimise GST. The company uses income from rents to manage and maintain its properties, and any surplus to fund further expansion. Brisbane Housing Company’s Board recently approved an increase to the Company’s development program enabling the Company to develop 781 units by June 2008. This increase in development is well above the Company’s original target of 400 units.

A BHC staff member will join the bus at Kelvin Grove and will provide an overview of the Company and information about the affordable housing developments we visit.
Better Housing Projects Association 

Better Housing Projects Ass Inc. (BHPA) is a not-for-profit community housing organisation based in Brisbane’s Fortitude Valley and manages around 303 tenancies, with the majority of these around the inner suburbs of Brisbane. Its origins lie in its original establishment as the “Boarding Housing Project” in 1993 with the management of two boarding houses, housing 28 people. The organisation emerged out of a Queensland Government’s program to retain and develop boarding houses, with the realisation of the rapid loss of this type of low cost accommodation inner suburbs. 

Most of BHPA’s housing is made up of singles accommodation including rooms with shared facilities, studio and one bedroom apartments leased from the Department of Housing. Some properties have been purpose built in recent years and other purchased and upgraded. Many are furnished. BHPA charges rents comparable with public housing rents and houses many tenants who were previously homeless or living in private boarding houses.

Staff from BHPA will join the bus to talk about their work and show us around their inner city housing.
The bus tour will leave Customs House at 2pm and return at 5pm.  As we will be touring the inner northern suburbs with, anyone with a plane to catch can bring their luggage on the bus and leave the tour along the way to catch a taxi to the airport.
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Field Trip Itinerary Friday 22 June 2-5pm

INNER BRISBANE TOUR

	Time
	Details

	2pm
	Bus leaves Customs House



	2-2. 30pm
	Orientation to inner suburbs 


	2.30pm
	Meet Penny Somerville at Information Centre Kelvin Grove Urban Village


	3.00
3.15pm
	Afternoon Tea – Kelvin Grove

Ross Harris BHC  Joins bus. Tour of BHC Kelvin Grove developments and Maybe Nundah or Bowen Hills or Spring Hill 


	4.15
	Meet Lee from BHPA for tour of CWA, New Farm and Valley


	5pm
	Arrive back at Customs House


