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UQ to upskill health sector in disaster preparedness
The University of Queensland will bring together health and disaster experts with “ground zero” experience for annual workshops designed to prepare Australia’s health and support organisations.
The School of Population Health has received funding from the Australian Government Department of Health and Ageing to develop and deliver two intensive workshops annually, covering the health aspects of disaster and communicable disease issues in biosecurity. This project was designed and will be implemented in close collaboration with the Centre for Military and Veterans Health which is a joint initiative of UQ, with Adelaide and Charles Darwin Universities.  
“Health Aspects of Disaster” will be held in Brisbane from 20-24 November this year and is aimed as professional development for health professionals, practitioners and administrative staff, as well as being available to Masters students. It is aimed at both Australian and the Asia Pacific region.
The workshop will feature significant input from military, civilian, non-government and international organisations and include case studies presented by those with direct experience of major events. Focus areas will include public health and medical responses to disasters; effects on health, nutrition and mortality; infectious disease and nutritional emergencies; pandemic scenarios, refugee camps, psychosocial effects, co-ordination of donor and aid agencies; and disaster preparedness. 
Professor of International Health, Richard Taylor, said the workshops would improve Australia’s health community’s preparedness through dissemination of disaster response knowledge and skills by experienced people.
A second workshop, on communicable disease aspects of biosecurity, is being developed and will be delivered in July 2007. Professor of International Health, Richard Taylor said this workshop would highlight the importance of disease surveillance. 

“A key message will be that surveillance and outbreak investigation is critical to an effective response and disease control,” Prof Taylor said.

Prof Taylor said as part of the funding, the workshops would be developed as transportable modules that could be delivered externally, by distance education and at other sites.
FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Visit  http://www.sph.uq.edu.au/students/documents/disasterworkshop.pdf
OR

MARLENE MCKENDRY ON (07) 33464713 OR 0401 996847.
