Cultural Research Network, Griffith University and Screen Australia Workshop
In transition: media distribution, exhibition and consumption in regional and rural Australia
9-10 September 2009 

Screen Australia, Level 4, 150 William Street, Woolloomooloo 
Program

Wednesday, 9 September

9.30am
Arrivals and introductions (and morning tea) 

10.00am
Welcome and Introduction

Ruth Harley, CEO Screen Australia
Albert Moran, Griffith University
10.30am
Sense of place: locating media practice in regional and rural places

Chair: Albert Moran
Speakers:
Janna Jones, Northern Arizona University
(20 minutes)
Locality and the Community: Cultivating a Sense of 
Place for Cinema Audiences

Kate Bowles, University of Wollongong 
(15 minutes)

Place matters: lessons from the historical geography of 
media practice

Nicholas Brown, Australian National University
(15 minutes)

The National Institute for Rural and Regional Australia: 
background, context and aims

Discussion
(20 minutes)

11.40am
Media and culture in regional and rural Australia: current themes, policies and issues 
Chair: Michael Gordon-Smith, Screen Australia

Speakers:
Jane Cruickshank, National Film and Sound Archive
 (15 minutes)

The National Film and Sound Archive’s touring programs: 
history, context and objectives

Elizabeth Rogers, Regional Arts NSW
(15 minutes)

Regional Arts Australia: initiatives and policies

Discussion
(20 minutes)

12.30pm
Lunch

1.30pm
Digital media transitions
Chair: Bridget Griffin-Foley
Speakers:
Kim Dalton, Director ABC Television
(15 minutes)

Digital television in Australia

Jason Wilson, University of Wollongong
(15 minutes)

Going online: regional news media in transition

Kate Dundas, Director ABC Radio
(15 minutes)

Radio in regional and rural Australia and the role of new
technologies in reaching audiences

Gayle Lake, Screen Australia
(15 minutes)

Digital cinema conversion in Australia: the current situation
Discussion
(20 minutes)

2.50pm
Afternoon tea

3.15pm
Digital media transitions: cinema 

Chair: Karina Aveyard
Speakers:
Kieren Dell, Majestic Cinemas
(15 minutes)

Digital cinema and place: how location is influencing 
the scope, viability and audience expectations for 
digital cinema in regional and rural Australia 
John L Simpson, Titan View Films
(15 minutes)

Independent and alternative film distribution 
in regional and rural Australia 

Denis Parkes, The Picture Show Man Cinema
(15 minutes)

Digital cinema in a twin-screen rural theatre: 
current practice and future imperatives

Discussion
(20 minutes)

4.30pm
Finish for the day

THURSDAY, 10 SEPTEMBER
9.30am
Introduction: day two program and objectives

Karina Aveyard and Kate Bowles
10.00am
Media audiences: identity, community and transition

Chair: Janna Jones
Speakers:
Kate Nash, University of Tasmania
(15 minutes) 

Reflecting ourselves to ourselves: 
Documenting rural and regional Australia online
Kitty Van Vuuren, University of Queensland
(15 minutes)

The greening of the outback: 
perceptions of sustainability in rural and regional media

Karina Aveyard, Griffith University
(15 minutes)

Our place: teenagers and cinema in rural Australia
Discussion
(15 minutes)

11.00am
Morning tea

11.30 am
Cinema and audiences in regional and rural Australia 

Chair: Kate Bowles
Speakers:
Ross Thorne
(15 minutes)

The variability of media (cinema) distribution 
in Australian country towns

Sarah Lancaster, Sydney Travelling Film Festival
(15 minutes)

The Travelling Film Festival:
background, aims and audiences 

Brendan Smith, National Film and Sound Archive
(15 minutes)

On the Road, On the Screen: 
reflections on regional cinema in NSW

Discussion
(20 minutes)

12.45pm
Lunch

2.00pm
Roundtable discussion: future research and research collaborations and partnerships
Chair: Kate Bowles and Karina Aveyard
3.30pm
Workshop concludes

