Report on the Queer Asian Sites Conference, February 2007

"Queer Asian Sites: An International Conference of Asian Queer Studies" was convened over three days from 21-23 February 2007 at UTS as a collaboration between the AsiaPacifiQueer Network and Trans/forming Cultures (UTS). With over two dozen papers presented by speakers from almost ten countries in the Asia/Pacific region, and 80 registered participants, the event was highly successful. Five international keynote speakers gave presentations: Prof. David Halperin (Univeristy of Michigan, Ann Arbor), Dr Neil Garcia (University of the Philippines), Dr Dede Oetomo (Emeritus, Airrlanga Univ. Surabaya Indonesia), Ms Rosanna Flamer-Caldera (International Lesbian and Gay Association) and Dr Chandra-Shekhar Balachandran (Bangalore, India). Of special note was the large number of graduate students who presented papers and attended sessions. The event was registered formally as a component of the annual Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras cultural festival, and attracted considerable interest from the local gay and lesbian community. Several workers from ACON (AIDS Council of NSW) attended the conference and provided an excellent linkage between Australian and Asian lesbian and gay community-based researchers.

Papers presented fell into several major themes: gay, lesbian and transgender rights in Asia; homosexual community development in Asia; and Asia queer studies, especially focussing on the role of cinema, literature and the Internet in contemporary Asian queer communities. A key issue raised at both the opening and closing sessions of the conference was the archiving of source materials for future Asian queer studies research. Amelia McKenzie, Director of the National Library of Australia's Asian Collections, spoke on this issue at the opening session, with speakers from five regional countries talking on the problems of developing Asian queer studies archives at the conference's closing plenary session.  

In the next couple of months a permanent electronic archive of the conference will be constructed on the AsiaPacifiQueer website (http://apq.anu.edu.au/qas/) and online conference proceedings are currently being prepared.

The excellent networking initiated at the conference is already bearing results. As a result of presentations and discussions at the conference, postgraduate students at the University of Melbourne and the University of Sydney are working together to convene a graduate workshop on Asian queer studies in Melbourne on 22-23 June. The workshop will be called, "(Un)Making Queer Worlds: Transformations in Asia-Pacific Queer Cultures".   

