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Management Committee Meeting 

The Management Committee met last week and, among other items, considered proposals for new projects and events for this year and beyond. I will provide a list of the new projects in the next newsletter.
As I have mentioned before, as this is our last year of funding, we have to be careful with what we committee to spending, but at the moment there are still funds available for project development. The Management Committee will be meeting again in early June, so if you have ideas for projects talk to the appropriate Node Convenor (http://www.uq.edu.au/crn/nodes.html) or to me. 

It is fair to say that the Management Committee is more inclined to fund a proposal that looks at developing an ongoing programme of research that will eventually apply for additional funding, than it is to approve one-off events with a single purpose. I’m happy to offer advice about ideas you might have.

Project Reports
We have reports on two events held at the end of last year.

The Television and the National brought together over eighty scholars in the field of media and cultural studies, representative of the national archives, and a number of people producers to discuss the role of television in the formation of ideas about national and transnational identity. 

The first day focussed on television comedy and light entertainment and included a keynote by Dr Brett Mills of East Anglia University on the survival of regional comedy in the UK as well as a presentation by writer/performer Robyn Butler (The Librarians, A Very Small Business). Other highlights of the conference included the well-attended launch of The SBS Story by George Donikian, the first presenter of SBS World News, followed by a discussion with two of the three authors, Ien Ang and Gay Hawkins. There were also a broad range of diverse and challenging presentations by national and international academics, both established and emergent including CRN members Graeme Turner, Frances Bonner and Tania Lewis who all presented challenging recent research. 

Two themed journal issues based on papers presented at the conference have been proposed with more to follow. 
The Self, Place and Broadband Connectivity workshop held at the University of Wollongong on the 12th and 13th of February 2009 was a great success. International researchers provided a global perspective on the use and development of the internet and broadband or wireless connectivity in rural and remote communities around the globe. The ingenious practices of “making do” by those in remote communities in Australia, India and Canada were juxtaposed against the use of wireless or broadband technologies in highly connected countries such as Singapore and Korea. One outcome of the workshop will be a themed collection of these papers in a refereed journal. Another outcome is the development of social networking NING site called Broadband Studies to further discussions on issues relating to self, place and broadband connectivities. 

Interested CRN members are welcome to join.

Congratulations 

Academic expert on multicultural media & recycling appointed visiting Professor of Australian Studies, University of Tokyo

(From the Press Release)

The Centre for Pacific and American Studies (CPAS) at the University of Tokyo hosts an annual Visiting Professor in Australian Studies at their Komaba Campus, Tokyo. Professor Gay Hawkins has been appointed to the position for 2009-10, and will take up the Visiting Professorship in October.

Professor Hawkins is a leading cultural studies academic based at UNSW in the School of English, Media and Performing Arts. Her most recent books are The Ethics of Waste: how we relate to rubbish (2006) which was on the Gleebooks non-fiction bestseller list for two months in 2007, and, co-authored with Ien Ang and Lamia Dabboussy, The SBS Story: the challenge of cultural diversity (2008).  

Professor Hawkins says that the position offers a wonderful opportunity to include Japan in her current study of bottled water, by analysing changing dynamics of water use and their impacts on domestic practices. In Japan Professor Hawkins also plans to extend her research into the media and cultural diversity, and the relationship between environment and everyday life. 
Congratulations Gay.

Notice
Associate Fellow Level A – (Fixed term 3 years, full time)

School of Earth & Environmental Sciences, Faculty of Science, University of Wollongong

This is a postdoctoral research position to join the team of an exciting new ARC Discovery Project titled ‘Making less space for carbon: cultural research for climate change mitigation and adaptation’. This is an opportunity for an outstanding early career scholar with a background in human geography, cultural studies or related area. 

Applications Close 3 May 2009        Please Quote Ref No: 23306

Please go to our website http://employment.uow.edu.au/ for more information about the position, and to submit your application.

Conference
The Australia, Asia and the Pacific: Imaginaries, Histories and Futures conference to be held at the National Museum of Australia on May 29, 2009. The conference is a joint initiative of the Centre for Advanced Studies in Australia, Asia and the Pacific at Curtin University of Technology and the National Museum of Australia. It addresses significant issues relating to the past, present and future of Australia’s regional relations.

Speakers include: Hanifa Deen, Regina Ganter, Brij Lal, Peter Mares, Suvendrini Perera, Bob Pokrant, Peter Reeves and Peter Stanley.

More information is available on the CASAAP website: http://research.humanities.curtin.edu.au/centres/casaap/focus.cfm
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